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“Handy Manny” is up next.

Eighth graders Tommy and Cris walk to the front of San Miguel’s assembly 
room, iPad and robot in-hand. They set their robot — “Handy Manny” —
on the podium, and with a flick of Tommy’s finger, the slideshow on his 
tablet is displayed on the dual television screens mounted on the wall. Their 
Robotics Showcase presentation begins.

The slideshow describes the experimentation that took place in order to 
successfully program Handy Manny to complete his task, incorporating 
videos to chronicle the process. Finally, the school watches as the robot, 
adorned with tank treks and sensors, carries a ball forward, stops at a four-
inch high LEGO wall, and swiftly tosses the ball over it.  

Five years ago at The San Miguel School, none of this would have been 
possible. In just a few short years, San Miguel’s technology program has 
evolved tremendously, from a school without a computer lab or technology 
teacher to one with a growing curriculum incorporating robotics and 
coding. With a commitment to science, technology, engineering, arts, and 
mathematics (STEAM) programming, San Miguel’s curriculum continues to 
expand to best prepare its students for a successful career path.

Robotics is the latest addition to the school’s technology program. By integrating robotics into the curriculum, 
San Miguel students will be able to develop skills necessary for understanding and interacting with an increasingly 
technology-driven world.

Full STEAM Ahead:
Thanks to your support of STEAM programming, our curriculum expands to 

better prepare students for an increasing technology-centered world
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Technology programming at San Miguel took its first leap 
forward in 2012 thanks to a grant from the Russell Grinnell 
Memorial Trust, Bank of America Co-Trustee. The substantial 
grant allowed San Miguel to purchase computers and 
classroom equipment to help teachers integrate technology 
into the curriculum. It also enabled the hiring of a full-time 
technology instructor.

Since then, additional funding opportunities, including a 
multi-year grant from TriMix Foundation, have allowed 
for further expansion of the program. Today, students have 
technology class twice each week in a fully-functioning 
computer lab with a curriculum designed to prepare them for 
high school. The school owns a classroom set of iPads to aid 
in instruction, and Apple TVs enable quick presentations. 
Eight Chromebooks were purchased this summer thanks to a 
student-written grant to the Rotary Club of Providence, and 
eight laptops are available for student use as well. 

Robotics will continue to enhance the technology curriculum. 
According to Technology Teacher Ted MacDonald, a robotics program addresses a number 
of technology standards that San Miguel aims to achieve, including creativity and innovation, 
collaboration, critical thinking, digital citizenship, and technology operations and concepts. 

And, the students see the benefits as well.

“Robotics teaches us to think creatively and look at a situation in a different way in 
order to solve a problem,” said Tommy. “These are skills I will need throughout my life 
whenever I face a problem — Instead of giving up, I can figure out how to solve it.”

Thanks to St. Sebastian’s School in Needham, Mass., and Standish Executive Search LLC, 
San Miguel was able to purchase its first robotics kits this summer. Currently, the school 
owns nine kits—eight for student use and one for instruction and demonstration. Combining 
science concepts and measurement with coding, and layering on the creative building of robot 
infrastructures, the robotics program incorporates all STEAM components in one unit. 

Due to the continuously-changing nature of technology in today’s world, San Miguel is 
committed to adapting its programs to best serve its students. The school continues to explore 
ways to provide a technology education competitive with other schools — and one that will 
best prepare its students for high school and beyond.

Thank you for supporting technology at The San Miguel School 
and for providing our boys with the very best opportunities!

Robotics continued from page 1

Meet Handy Manny!
“Handy Manny” is a LEGO MINDSTORMS EV3 
robot built and programmed by two eighth-grade 
students. Using an ultrasonic sensor, Handy Manny 
can detect an obstacle in its path—in this case, a 
LEGO wall—and can throw a ball over it. 

Watch Handy Manny 
in action!

YouTube.com/sanmiguelprov



Returning ‘home’San Miguel graduates ‘give back’ as volunteers

San Miguel’s New ‘Mission Statement’
Last year, the San Miguel Board of Directors, school administrators, faculty and staff, and parents were 

involved in the revision of our school mission statement. The updated mission statement was written to better 
reflect the goals and priorities of our school community to provide direction as we continue to grow.

Thank you to Kate Motte for leading this important process and to all who participated and provided input.

Francisco Vera Nicola, SMS 2011
When Francisco decided to defer his college acceptances after graduating from La Salle  
Academy in June, he wanted to use his ‘gap year’ to gain experience and do something 
‘meaningful.’ Volunteering at his middle school alma mater provided the perfect opportunity. 

“I feel like I owe San Miguel a lot,” said Francisco. “I had to give back in some way.”

Francisco volunteers in Graduate Support two days each week, completing administrative 
tasks and helping with the new Academic Resource Center. “Now I get to see what goes on 
behind-the-scenes and the importance of San Miguel in terms of alumni,” said Francisco. 
“The connection doesn’t stop when you graduate; I’m an example of that.” 

Onassis Valerio, SMS 2010
When he learned that his sociology course had a service requirement, Onassis 

immediately knew where he wanted to volunteer: The San Miguel School. 

“I remember being a student and looking up to the male volunteers that came to San Miguel, 
realizing they weren’t that much different from me,” said Onassis, a sophomore at Providence 

College. “I know that by being present as a positive role model, I can make a difference.” 

Volunteering on Friday afternoons with sixth grade math and social studies, Onassis, a sociology 
major, said his experience is helping him see his San Miguel education in a new light: 

“I realize now that it’s not the content but the skills you are learning that really matter—
the note taking, critical thinking, understanding the main point,” said Onassis. “These are 

important skills that I need now in college, and I learned them at San Miguel.” 

The San Miguel School, a Lasallian middle school, 
provides a high quality, holistic education for 

boys from diverse and challenging backgrounds.

In a caring, safe, and structured environment, 
we foster a spirit of mutual respect and 

brotherhood among all students. We walk with 
our students and their families throughout their 
educational journey at San Miguel and beyond.

Inspired by the pillars of 
faith, service, and community, 

each “Miguel Man” is encouraged to learn, 
to serve, and to grow to reach his full potential.

What’s new? A Closer Look
“...diverse and challenging backgrounds”

Each of our boys has unique needs and challenges, and 
we seek to serve those who need us most. 

“...our students and their families”
In preparing our boys for a successful future, we must 

partner with our families. This includes providing 
support and resources to families facing challenges. 

“...educational journey at San Miguel and beyond”
Our care for our boys does not end at graduation. 

We are committed to expanding our Graduate Support 
Program to better serve our growing alumni base. 

“...faith, service, and community”
As a Lasallian community, we are committed to modeling 

these core values and strive to instill them in our boys.



The Christmas season can be challenging for some of our families as they 
struggle to put gifts under the tree or holiday meals on the table. 

Throughout the year, our Family Support Programs provide resources and 
extra help to our families facing challenging circumstances. But, during the 

holidays, your support of these programs is especially important. 

Despite the challenges they may face, your love and generosity spreads 
so much joy to our boys and families—Thank you for all you do!

Did you know?
• This holiday season, 25% of our families face unstable living situations, 

including homelessness. 

•	 32 of our families receive groceries from our food pantry on a weekly 
basis, thanks to a group of churches in Greenville, Rhode Island.

•	 81% of our families requested and received Thanksgiving baskets 
filled with food this year.

•	 88% of our families will receive Christmas gifts through our 
Embrace-A-Family program this year, bringing holiday joy to 184 family 
members.

•	 All of our boys take home food each Friday through the Blessings in a Backpack 
program, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Providence and Brad and Dory Faxon.

‘Tis the Season to be Thankful!

Partnership Spotlight: 
Providence College students serve our families through annual ‘Santa Shop’

A group of student leaders at Providence College are making the season bright for our 
families again this year through their annual “Santa Shop” event. 

Since 2012, Providence College’s leadership honor society, Dirigo, has organized the Santa 
Shop to provide San Miguel parents with an opportunity to ‘shop’ for holiday gifts—free 
of charge. Each year, the students collect approximately 200 toys, including bicycles, board 
games, and books, through toy drives and fundraising events. About 50 San Miguel families 
attend the Santa Shop, which takes place on the Providence College campus. 

“Once the donations are in, we work on organizing an event full of Christmas spirit 
for the enjoyment of the parents of San Miguel,” said Dirigo member Ana León, a 
senior at Providence College. The event includes refreshments and a gift-wrapping station, 
providing parents with a full-service shopping experience.  

Named for the Latin word meaning “I lead,” Dirigo is comprised of the top leaders of the graduating class and supports 
leadership development within Providence College and the community. This year, all 13 Dirigo members are actively involved 
in organizing the Santa Shop, a tradition the group is proud to uphold. 

“Dirigo seeks to embody the Catholic and Dominican Identity of Providence College through service,” said León. “We 
appreciate the great relationship that has grown between San Miguel and Providence College, and plan to continue to 
support it through Santa Shop.”

Dirigo’s Santa Shop is one of many ways that our friends at Providence College support our mission, 
and we are excited to honor Providence College with the Miguel Medal at our San Miguel Gala on April 8.  

Thank you to Providence College—and all our community partners—for impacting and inspiring our boys!



When you come to San Miguel School and meet our boys, you will be greeted by warm 
handshakes and smiling faces. But there is a story behind every smile. 

Stories of families whose journeys have taken them far from home. Stories of boys challenged to 
take on adult roles at home because their families face instability. Stories of trauma—past and 
present—and stories we can’t reveal, but would break your heart. 

Thanks to you, however, each of their stories were forever changed in a single moment—when they 
stepped through our doors on Branch Avenue. 

Your gift forever impacts the lives of countless boys and families. Because of your generosity and 
compassion, their stories won’t be limited by their circumstances. They can write their own futures—
ones full of possibility.

Your support of our Annual Fund will help us to continue to provide a rigorous academic program 
to prepare our students for high school, and strong guidance and enrichment programs to prepare 
our boys to face life’s challenges. It will allow us to continue offering resources and support 
programs for graduates and families, and it will enable the growth of our after-school and summer 
programs to keep our boys in school—and off the streets—as much as possible. 

With your help, stories are impacted. Join us in shaping the many chapters ahead and providing 
moments that forever change lives. Thank you for making these success stories possible. 

For more information on making a gift to The San Miguel School, 
visit our web site at www.sanmiguelprov.org 

or contact Jennifer Foster, Director of Development, 
at 401.467.9777 x117 or jfoster@sanmiguelprov.org.

S  T  O  R  Y
behind every smile. 

There’s a 

What is your “San Miguel Story”? 
What—or who—inspired you to support The San Miguel School? Maybe you are 
able to point to one handshake, one Morning Assembly, one school tour, or one 

boy—one who touched your heart and compelled you to get involved. 

Tell us your story at www.sanmiguelprov.org/SM-Story, 
or contact Jennifer Foster at jfoster@sanmiguelprov.org



Gala Save-the-Date

Sponsorships available! For more information about our gala, please contact Matt Kavanagh at 401.467.9777 x118.

Save the Date

11th Annual San Miguel School Gala, 
Auction & Miguel Medal Ceremony

Friday, April 8, 2016  @  6 p.m.
Pawtucket Armory Arts Center

Honoring Miguel Medal recipients 
Almon & Suzanne Hall -and- Providence College

9th Annual Golf Tournament raises record 
amount for student sponsorships

The 9th Annual San Miguel Golf Tournament, held September 25 at Triggs Memorial Golf Course, raised more 
than $68,000, enough to sponsor seven boys at The San Miguel School.

With a fresh format, new foursomes, and a record number of event sponsorships, this year’s tournament was the 
school’s most successful yet. We are especially grateful to our lead sponsors, Cavanagh Company and Walmart, 
and to our tournament committee, chaired by Bill Collins, Mike Roy, and Jack Walsh. With less than 5% of San 
Miguel’s annual budget coming from tuition, events like our golf tournament raise vital funds which enable us to 
continue offering a quality education to boys in need. 

Thank you to our tournament committee, event sponsors, raffle donors, 
volunteers, and golfers who made our tournament such a success!

Want to see more 
photos from our 

Golf Tournament?


