
The evening kicked off with a rousing 
welcome by Carol, who shared her 
insights on the Miracle of San Miguel 
and its impact on her life. Carol continues
to inspire many with her leadership and 
stewardship at San Miguel. John Wolf, 
our Executive Director, followed Carol 
and spoke about her tremendous
generosity and commitment to our 
school. She is a beacon of light for our 

boys and has 
provided endless 
opportunities for 
their growth and 
development. 
Before enjoying 
a delicious meal 
showcasing the 
specialties of 
Provence, France, 
the guests heard 
from 5th grader, 
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We Couldn’t Do It
Without You!
On May 9, Carol Peterson, San Miguel 
benefactor and supporter extraordinaire,
graciously hosted the 11th Annual 
Leadership and Legacy Society Dinner
at Agawam Hunt in Rumford. This 
annual dinner serves as a thank you
to our most generous donors who are 
devoted to our important mission of 
changing the lives of under-served 
boys in the Greater Providence area. 
So many of these individuals have been
part of our Lasallian family from the very
start in 1993. They’re all doing their 
part to better the lives of our students.

A Guiding Star
The 14th Annual Gala and Miguel Medal
Ceremony took place on the evening of 
Friday, April 5, at the Pawtucket Armory 
Arts Center. We warmly thank Presenting
Sponsor, Joseph and Maria Schwartz, 

along with all 
event sponsors,
donors, and 
attendees 
who made this 
year’s gala a 
great success. 
Your continued 
support helped 
us raise over 

$250,000 for our Student Sponsorship
Program! The San Miguel community is 
truly blessed by your bright presence.
This annual event would not have been 
possible without the many hands (and 
talents) that make up our community.
This year’s Miguel Medal Recipients, 
Sue O’Malley and Jack Walsh, are two 
irreplaceable sets of hands who help 
fulfill our mission on a daily basis. 
We’re so appreciative of their deep 
dedication to the students of San Miguel
and genuine belief in what we do here.
Continued Inside Right
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San Miguel School’s 12th Annual Golf Tournament will
be held on Friday, September 27, at Triggs Memorial 
Golf Course, located in Providence, RI. More info inside!



Continued From Front
We sincerely thank 
Master of Ceremony,
Alison Bologna, and 
Event Auctioneers,
Ned and Polly Handy
(shown left), for 
moving the Live 

Auction Program along with such ease! 
We are also incredibly grateful to the 
Event Planning Committee for the 
countless hours spent organizing (and 
executing) our biggest fundraiser of the 
year. Each of you are a San Miguel star!
The theme of this year’s gala event, 
“Shooting for the Stars”, shined light 
upon the true identity of our school. 
Not only do we encourage students to

aim high (checkout 
the poetry below), 
but at one moment
or another, San 
Miguel has acted 
as a source of light 
for many. A light 
that is able to re-
flect in a multitude 
of ways. When a 
teacher notices 
that a student is 
having a difficult morning, they don’t 
just ignore it—they set aside their own 
concerns to take on those of another.
When a baseball player strikes out, his 
teammates do not push him down
further—but instead, through words
of encouragement, they help him rise.
For many people, San Miguel has acted 
as a beacon of hope. The values that 
it embodies have helped individuals 
remain aligned with their path, and the 
hope that it inspires has been strong 
enough to guide home those who have 
lost sight of their path entirely. From 
the very start, San Miguel has been like 
the Northern Star, burning fiercly to

“The best student performance of all time!”

guide people to a brighter tomorrow.
Below you will find a few student written 
poems that reveal their faith, hopes, and 
dreams, which they performed at this 
year’s gala. These Miguel Men did an 
absolutely OUTSTANDING job!

Life Goals by: Almanny, Gr. 8
Life is a gift that we’ve all received, we do what we please with it

You start as a child full of vigor, having fun without a worry in your mind 
But there comes a day when you’ll soon grow up and you’ll have to choose what to do with this gift

This is a hard choice, most people fret ... some choose right, and others don’t
However, never forget, you still have time to turn your life around

Life is full of twists and turns, storms that knock you back
However, this is not the end, ‘Stay focused,’ I tell you

You’re almost there, just bare a little more, you made it
Just open the door, endure ‘til the end, my friend

This Is Me by: O’Ryan, Gr. 8
Life ... A hard thing to define, that has tricked, switched and stumbled our greatest minds throughout all time

But mine ... I think, I hope ... I really, really hope will be ... different, has been different
When I think of myself, I see a young man taught not to be ignorant, raised from a family of immigrants

With fond memories of intelligent limericks
A boy, who three years ago, stopped playing with toys, if you can believe it

And situations I had to avoid ... you’d know if you’d seen it
Deeply wound together in a web of stress and blessings ... this is me

A Peaceful Warrior by: Dioner, Gr. 5
Some warriors use weapons, I use words. Some warriors use strength, I use my mind

Some want world power, I want peace
People can hate me, people can love me, people can be ignorant and think they are above me

I ... fight for those who can’t fight for themselves
The world is a dark place but I can give you light, things are not the same when I am not there

So, today, open your heart and show them you care



Continued From Front 
Jeremy, and 8th 
grader, AJ. Each 
student highlighted 
how San Miguel 
has changed their 
life for the better. 
Jeremy shared his 

experience living on a Vermont Farm 
for a week in vivid detail—his first 
experience ever being away from home 
and the joy of shoveling out cow stalls! 
Lots of laughter erupted in the room as 
Jeremy expressed his sincere disdain
for the chore! AJ talked about the 
brotherhood of San Miguel and how in 
his short four years, he has become a 
better student, athlete, and person. 

He also expressed 
that San Miguel 
is a second home 
and he will be 
sad to leave, even 
though he is 
excited about 
attending 
LaSalle Academy
in the fall. 
Our last speaker
was Victor Reynoso 
(shown upper left with Mike Newquist), 
who graduated from San Miguel in 2007.
He expressed that his years spent at 12 
Carter Street (San Miguel’s old location)
have had a significant impact on his life. 
Victor is currently a professional
boxer. He spoke about how the many 
values he learned at San Miguel have 
helped him further define his career 
path. He specifically spoke about the 
importance of looking people in the eye 
and shaking their hand. To Victor, this is 
one of the most important life-lessons
he learned while at San Miguel. After
the speeches were made, guests enjoyed 

Collis Family Dinner
Food, fellowship, 
and a bit of fun is 
the foundation of 
the Collis Dinner. 
On May 14th, 33 
of our graduates 
gathered to share 
a meal and express 

their thanks to the Collis family. It has 
become a tradition (each May) for all 
Miguel Men who are currently attending
La Salle or Saint Raphael Academy to 
go to dinner at Fleming’s Steakhouse in 
Providence with members of the Collis 
Family Foundation. This year, they had a 
delicious burger dinner with Ellen Collis 
and her son, Frohman Anderson.

“Ever since I graduated from San Miguel,
and even prior to that, the Collis Family
crafted stepping stones that were unique
to us (Miguel Men). We’ve tried to 
heavily embrace and take advantage of 
every opportunity that you’ve provided,” 
expressed Marcos Perdomo (SMS ‘16), 
a junior at La Salle Academy. This end of
the year event is incredibly valuable, for 
it gives members of the Collis Family 
Foundation a chance to form deeper 
relationships with the students they’re 
supporting. It also allows graduates to 
reveal the real, tangible impact that this 
support has made on their lives. 
Alumni also have the opportunity to 
connect with their former classmates. 
Before leaving for dinner, the boys 

gathered in the gym to play basketball 
and catch up with one another. “I like 
the atmosphere and how even though 
we’re not brothers by blood it’s always 
like a family reunion,” says Felix Gotay 
(SMS ‘15). This year’s event was a 
wonderful night enjoyed by all. We are 
incredibly grateful to the Collis Family 
Foundation for making it possible!

a delicious meal highlighting the 
specialties of Provence, France. We are 
so thankful to Carol Peterson and all who
attended the Leadership Dinner for helping
to change the trajectory of our boys’ 
lives. We couldn’t do it without you!



Young Lasallians
Spring into Action!
During springtime, when the weather 
starts to get warmer and color comes 
back into our lives, we at San Miguel 
like to reflect on the opportunity of new
life. The Lasallian call to “Spring into 
Action” inspires us to put these ideas in 
motion. The Lasallian Regional Twinning 
Program is one way we do this. 
During the season of Lent, ministries in
North America are paired (or “twinned”)
with those in the Lwanga District of 
Africa. Each year, we raise money for 
the Nativity School in Eritrea. Through a 
series of dress-down days and ice cream 
socials, along with a Classroom Jar 

Competition, we
raised a total of 
$1,348! In addition 
to Earning for 
Eritrea, 7th grade 
has been going to 
ReFocus, a nearby 
adult disability 
center, to help out 
with their garden. 
The 5th graders, 
along with the 
Leadership Team, are hosting both 
a can drive and a park clean up. Like 
Earning for Eritrea, the can drive is 
competition based and the class that 
brings in the most cans will win a prize.
In celebration of the tercentenary of 
St. John Baptist de La Salle’s death, we 
hosted our first Founders Week, which 
consisted of teaching students about 
the life and mission of our founder. 
We also participated in the Flat Founder
project that was created by Julia Turner 
(former LV, 15’-17’), where students
colored in a graphic of De La Salle then 
showed him all around the school!

Aw(e)ards Luncheon
On Friday, March 22, the San Miguel 
community came together for the 
Second Trimester Awards Luncheon. 
Faculty and staff, joined by families, 
sponsors, and mentors gathered 
together to celebrate student 
achievements. The ceremony was led 
by 8th grader, Edinson, who (with his 
warm smile and bright cheer) made 
everyone feel welcomed.
Students lined the stage to receive a 
variety of awards, designed to shine 
light upon academic and behavioral 
success. If you happen to particippate
in our Student Sponsorship or Adult 
Mentor Program, you might be aware 

that the goal of
many Miguel 
Men is to make 
Honor Roll. It is 
something that 
is written over 
and over again 
in ‘thank you’ 
letters starting in 
the 5th grade.
By the time students reach 7th and 8th 
grade, many have attained this dream.
At the end of each trimester, boys who 
have received all A’s and B’s and 1’s and 
2’s (for behavior) get to go on a special 
field trip. This past trimester, more than 
20 students made Honor Roll, and as 
a result, had the privilege of going to 
Fun City Trampoline Park (shown left). 
We’re super proud of these guys for 
their hard work and excellent behavior!
Though our Awards Luncheons are 
always celebratory events, this past one 
was extra special. We had the chance 
to publically acknowledge and thank 
Joan Gore, our school nurse, for the 
many years of service that she has

This spring has been filled with many 
opportunities for us to give back to
our Lasallian and local communities.
We are just as grateful for the chance 
to gather together to help others as we 
are for the warm days and new flowers!

dedicated to San Miguel. We are so 
appreciative of all the love, care, and 
kindness she has given us over the years.
Though Joan will always be part of our 
family, we have warmly welcomed
Dana Holmgren into our community to 
fulfill this incredibly important role of 
school nurse. We are very blessed!



It’s Cool to Cook!
The Cooking Club is part of our VOYAGE
(after-school) Program. Every Wednesday,
a group of students meet for two hours 
to learn the basics of cooking. The 
program is led by Chef Howard Brown, 
Culinary Coordinator, at Tides Family 
Services in West Warwick. For more 
than ten years, Howard has been 
involved with culinary operations. He 
has much experience in (and knowlege
of) the kitchen to share with students. 
The current group of boys who are 
participating in this after-school club 
have learned to make a variety of dishes,
from pancakse and pizza to cupcakes 
and brownies! Fifth grade student, 

Yancarlos, 
shared that 
his favorite 
experience 
so far has 
been making 
pizza because 
he enjoyed 
messing with 
the dough. 
He went on 
to say, “I love 

mixing ingredients and experimenting. 
Chef Howard is very fun and enthusiastic,
and he makes cooking enjoyable, too!”
Providing kids with firsthand experience
in the kitchen has begun to stir up their 
passion for cooking and curiosity of 
nutrition. Many who have participated 
in this program expressed the desire to 
continue cooking well into the future. 
While some still want to learn how to 
make pasta and French fries, others 
are excited to make a healthy meal for 
mom. Cooking Club has helped the boys
realize that this skillset is essential for 
both their present and their future.

Board Transitions
Every great school needs wonderful 
leadership. Some leaders come in the 
form of outstanding teachers, giving of 
themselves each day. Others arrive as 
wise administrators, helping to guide a 
learning community in smart directions.
Our school is blessed by both leaders in 
teaching and administration. 
In the Navy, Captains rely on Admirals 
and Group Commanders to help with 
the strategy of the ‘big picture’. On a 
sports team, great players benefit from 
experienced coaches and managers. In 
our school community, we are blessed 
by a group of quiet leaders in the form 
of our Board of Directors. These people 
come from many walks of life and add 
to our ‘table’ in many different ways. 
They are volunteer mentors and tutors, 
giving generously of their time, energy
and expertise. They are committee 
members helping to guide groups and 
events to successful ends. They are 
student sponsors, giving their ‘treasure’ 
to enable scholarship for our students. 

Most of all, 
they are 
contributors 
of ideas and 
understanding 
to help guide 
this mission 
into the future. 
They inspire 
others around 

them to visit our school and join us on 
our path. We are grateful they are here 
for the ‘walk’ with us. 
This year, we are especially grateful for 
the past service of departing members 
Amie Kershaw, Meredith MarcAurele, 
Kate Motte, Jan Nagle and Jason Pelkey. 
Amie and Kate are both ‘cycling off’ 
after three consecutive 3-year terms.
We’re equally grateful to be welcoming 
Scott Stevenson and Dr. Jessica Blanco-
Busam to our board. Both have been 
connected to our mission in a variety 
of ways and we’re looking forward to 
having their intelligence, creativity and 
wisdom helping to guide us forward.

For our boys,
summer means
CAMP MIGUEL!
Helping to limit summer learning 
loss while providing our boys with 
a safe and supervised environment,
Camp Miguel extends our school 
year with three weeks of learning 
and activities. Camp Miguel keeps 
the San Miguel family close and 
connected—even when school’s 
out for the summer!
With your help, we can make this 
summer one that will always be 
remembered.

$400 per student
A safe and fun summer ...

priceless!

For information on how to sponsor
a student for Camp Miguel 2019, 
please contact Executive Director,
John Wolf, at 401-467-9777 x113
or jwolf@sanmiguelprov.org.

Be sure to mark your calendars 
for the 12th Annual San Miguel 
School Golf Tournament, which 
will be held on September 27th, 
at Triggs Memorial Golf Course 
in Providence, located at 1533 
Chalkstone Avenue.

All event proceeds support the 
Student Sponsorship Program.

We hope you can join us!

To learn more about event 
sponsorship opportunities, or to 
play in this year’s tournament, 
please contact Amanda Lupino, 
at alupino@sanmiguelprov.org 
or 401-467-9777 x118. You can 
also secure your spot by visiting 
sanmiguelgolf.eventbrite.com.

Save the date!
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Where in the World are San Miguel Grads?

Mark Your Calendar!

MABACH
After a 12 year absence, our stellar group 
of Miguel Men won the Nativity Network 
MABACH (Math, Basketball, and Chess) 
Challenge, defeating 9 schools from as
far as Harrisburg, PA and Boston, MA. 
We’re super proud of these guys for their
hard work, dedication, and team effort. 

BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP
On February 27th, the San Miguel School 
basketball team won the Championship 
Game of the Rocky Hill School/Pennfield 
tournament. A big congratulations to the 

coaches who got the most out of these 
players. The boys played as a team and 
showed great effort and sportsmanship 
to each other, as well as their opponents.

ROBOTICS LEGO TOURNAMENT
The FIRST LEGO League Championship
Tournament  was held at Roger Williams 
University on Saturday, January 12th. We 
had an incredible group of Miguel Men 
representing us at this event. Their many
talents (and many months of preparation)
were entirely evident as they showcased
their project for all those to see!

June 10  - Graduation
July 8-26  - Camp Miguel
August 19-23  - Readiness Camp

September 3 - First Day of School
September 16 - Mentoring Begins
September 27 - Golf Tournament

As our 8th grade class begins to say ‘goodbye’
to San Miguel and ‘hello’ to whichever high 
school they will be attending come fall, our
current alumni who are high school seniors
prepare themselves for graduation and their 
next transition as well. We are incredibly 
proud to announce that members of the San 
Miguel School Class of 2015 will be attending 
the following educational communities:

Community College of Rhode Island, New 
England Institute of Technology, Providence 
College, Rhode Island College, St. John’s 
University, University of Rhode Island, and
the United States Marine Corps. 
We congratulate and celebrate the successes
of these graduates, and look forward to 
witnessing all of their future achievements.
“Once a Miguel Man, always a Miguel Man!”

Jayden Cardoso, SMS ‘19
St. Raphael Academy
Brian Cavinal, SMS ‘19
La Salle Academy
O’Ryan Davis, SMS ‘19
La Salle Academy
Alex Flores, SMS ‘19
Construction Academy
Henly Hiraldo, SMS ‘19
La Salle Academy

Jamezell Lassiter, SMS ‘19
La Salle Academy
Jackson McWilliams, SMS ‘19
St. Raphael Academy
Adrian Mora, SMS ‘19
La Salle Academy
Almanny Nuñez, SMS ‘19
Rocky Hill School
Edinson Perez, SMS ‘19
La Salle Academy

Jonathan Quinones, SMS ‘19
Blackstone Academy
Ronald Soto, SMS ‘19
The MET
Alejandro Tavarez, SMS ‘19
La Salle Academy
Ja’Kai Washington, SMS ‘19
La Salle Academy
Niyontsinzi White, SMS ‘19
St. Raphael Academy

Miguel Moments


