
which brings together high school 
students and adult mentors from
countries across the Americas to promote
mutual understanding, increase leader-
ship skills, and prepare youth to make 
a difference in their communities. Both 
grads had life-altering experiences, 
which they’ve shared below!
Tommy Bratini, SMS ‘15
To start off our adventure, my SDC 
Spain group arrived in Madrid where 
we dwelled for four days. I was nervous

at first, I must 
admit, but after 
doing many 
icebreakers in the 
airport, I quickly 
lost my nervous-
ness and started 
to build friend-
ships with the 
others.

Alumni Flying High
San Miguel graduates have had the 
chance to travel internationally. We 
were lucky enough to catch up with 
Tommy Bratini (class of 2015) and 
Yoshbel Florencio (class of 2018) who 
shared their experiences with us. 
Tommy participated in the Student 
Diplomacy Corps (SDC), which provides 
opportunities and scholarships for high 
school students from around the world 
to access international education
summer programs designed to build 
college readiness, deepen understanding
of global issues, and unleash the potential
of youth. Yoshbel participated in the 
Youth Ambassadors Program sponsored
by the U.S. Department of State Bureau
of Educational and Cultural Affairs, 

Summer Gatherings 
Highlight the Impact of 
San Miguel Education 
Against the backdrop of Quonnie Pond in 
Weekapaug on one of the most stunning 

nights of the summer, 
a crowd gathered to 
hear about the mission
of San Miguel. The 
event, hosted by Board 
Member, Andrew
Capalbo, and his wife 
Abby (shown left),
featured testimonials

from board members and a graduate about
the impact San Miguel has had on their 
lives. Board Vice Chair and long-time 
mentor, Polly Chatterton Handy, shared 
with the group, “Without question, my 
longtime involvement with San Miguel 
has been the most meaningful and 
purposeful volunteer activity of my life. 
The rewards I have received in my twenty 
plus years of mentoring, volunteering, 
and Board work far outweigh my efforts.” 
One of Polly’s mentees was Mitchell Tiah. 
Mitchell, now a Credit Analyst Trainee 
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Once a Miguel Man,
Always a Miguel Man.

Check out the recap of the 
2019 Alumni Reunion!

(see inside article)

San Miguel School’s 15th Annual Gala and Miguel 
Medal Ceremony will be held on Friday, April 3, at the
Pawtucket Armory Arts Center. More info on back page!Friday, April 3, 2020



at Washington Trust, expressed to the 
group what his San Miguel experience 
meant to him in these words: 
“At San Miguel I was not a statistic, 
a number, a percentage of a larger 
population. I was not a simple size. 
I was not a representative of my
community or generation. For the first 
time since entering the US, even at nine 
years old, I was me, a young man who 
wanted to be successful. After my long 
reflection I simply smile and say, the 
selfless volunteers, the loving faculty, 
and the incredible staff are the true 
magic behind San Miguel, and each 

student who is 
lucky enough 
to walk through 
those doors is 
what makes 
San Miguel a 
special place.”
The following 
week, at the 
beautiful 
Narragansett 
home of Bob

and Dawn Dillon, San Miguel Men
were again the stars of the show, 
sharing stories of where they are today 
and how San Miguel helped them get 
there. From a decorated Marine to
a professional boxer and restaurant 
chef/owner, these men represent 
over 300 San Miguel alumni who are 
pursuing their dreams, in part because 
of the chance they got to attend San 
Miguel. Dillon spoke passionately about 
the importance of giving every student 
a chance in life through educational 
opportunities like San Miguel. He called 
Ryan DaCruz ‘02 “like a son” and urged 

the alumni in the room to pay it forward
so that those following in their foot-
steps may reap the same benefits. 
These small group gatherings where 
alumni, board, and staff can mingle 
with guests are a great way for the 
school to introduce new people to our
mission through personal stories of 
connection. As has been the case since 
the beginning, the miracle of San Miguel
is shared one story at a time.

If you, or someone you know, would like 
to host a small event for San Miguel, 
please contact Director of Development, 
Mel Bride, at 401-467-9777 x117. 

As we continued to travel and share 
meals together, we were almost like an 
entire family. We were all comfortable 
with each other after the third day in 
Madrid. After four days of learning 
about cultural and art history in Madrid,
we were on our way to Bilbao. Just like 
Madrid, the four days in Bilbao went by 
in a flash! The entire group was elated
to have cooler temperature after 
enduring four days of 98 degree weather.
A highlight of Bilbao was visiting the 
Guggenheim Museum, where we 
viewed unique designs with a variety 
of materials used to create either a 
physical or even abstract image for 

anyone to interpret for themselves. 
We continued on our way into Basque 
Country and visited a province called 
Vitoria-Gasteiz, where we met our host 
family. Sunny weather and great friend-
ships continued as we made our way to 
Basque France and eventually landed in 
Donostia-San Sebastian. The greatest 
part there was hiking the mountain and 
the pure satisfaction of climbing it until 
the very end. The great friendships made
and the new culture taught me to cherish
the time, presence, and kindness of others!
Yoshbel Florencio, SMS ‘18
I recently traveled to Ecuador for three 
weeks through a program structured to 
develop young adults into the leaders 

of tomorrow. They do this by choosing 
those with a strong civic responsibility,
awareness of global issues, and solid
commitment to their community. Before
going on the trip, I was nervous about 
meeting my host family and making 
new friends. I was also concerned 
about experiencing cultural shock. I was 
unaware that these people would soon 
become a second family and that I’d 
learn much from their culture. 
My view of the world definitely 
changed when I visited the country-side 
of Ecuador. I didn’t realize that there 
are still parts of the world that are 
very behind in technology and view 
the world so differently because they 
are committed to their culture. When 
I returned, I was more inspired to help 
those in need or simply help our society 
in any way. That’s why I am volunteering
with an organization called Sunrise 
which is striving to combat Climate 
Change. My time in Ecuador taught me 
many important life skills like leadership 
and cultural views learning, while also 
granting me a perspective I never would 
have gained otherwise.



The Power Is Yours
The school year ended in June but the 
boys weren’t gone for long before 
returning to kick off the summer fun! 
July 8th marked the start of Camp 
Miguel; a three-week long summer 
program that students look forward to 
each year with much enthusiasm!
Thanks to the attentive care of camp 
leaders, Tom Darnowski, Irving Ogando, 
and Maddi Larsen, an environment was 
created that kept kids feeling safe while 
they continued learning.
Due to the thoughtful planning of their
counselors, 6th, 7th, and 8th graders 

had the chance 
to participate in 
a wide variety 
of activities that 
revolved around 
environmental 
awareness.
As Captain Planet 
once said, “The 
power is yours”—
we are the ones 
capable of better-

ing our planet; a message that science 
teacher, Tom Darnowski, believes is
essential for the youth of today to grasp.
This idea influenced the planning of this 
year’s program, which included trips to
the Audubon Society, Biomes Marine 
Biology Center, Purgatory Chasm, Pulaski
Park, and Roger Williams Park Zoo. 
Students even organized a beach 
clean-up at one of our local shorelines 
and put the positive ideas they’d been 
learning into action.
This year’s Camp Miguel gave students 
the opportunity to discover more about 
themselves and gain a greater

appreciation for the world around 
them. This program would not have 
been possible without the continued 
support of Camp Miguel sponsors. 
We are very grateful to all donors for 
ensuring that our guys stayed safe 
throughout the summer months, 
while furthering their education.

Warm Welcomes!
As the new school year begins, we 
have had a handful of individuals join 
the San Miguel community. As they 
say, “It takes many hands to make light 
work”—and that couldn’t be closer to 
the truth of our mission. Without the 
collective effort of many, we would not 
be able to fulfill our Lasallian duty of 
being responsible for those entrusted 
to our care. We are incredibly grateful
for the dedication of teachers, staff, 
alumni, parents, volunteers, committee
members, and board members who 

are committed to 
serving our boys 
year after year. 
Please join us in 
welcoming the 
newest members 
of our team who 
will further help 
bring our values, 
hopes, and goals 
to fruition.

The San Miguel community welcomed 
Mel Bride, Director of Development, 
and Mary Jackson, 7th Grade Teacher, 
in early July, along with Ivonne Torres, 
Administrative Assistant, who is the 
voice of the school by phone and will 
be the first friendly face you encounter 
when walking through our doors! 
At the end of August, Janet Maloney, 
5th Grade Teacher, and the Class of 
2023, were graced with the presence 
of our two new Lasallian Volunteers, 
Kaiyun Chen and Sarah Sprinkle, as 

they explored
interesting spots 
around Rhode Island 
and became familiar
with the customs of 
our community.
We have also 
welcomed three 
new members to our
Board of Directors.
We are blessed to 
have Jessica Blanco
-Busam, Christopher 
Patton, and Scott 
Stevenson (shown 
from top to bottom)
joining us.

For information on 
how to become part 
of the San Miguel 
community, please 
contact Mel Bride,
Director of 
Development, at
401-467-9777 x117.



The Joys of Summer
For as long as school bells have chimed 
to signal the last day of the school year, 
students have looked forward to the joys 
of summer. Our guys are no different.
The earliest version of “Camp Miguel” 
was hosted by La Salle Academy. Its 
program consisted of a heavy mix of 
Capture the Flag, Ultimate Frisbee, Art, 
and Board Games. In the late 90’s this 
program evolved, allowing 15 or so 
students to explore interesting places 
around the state, rather than being 
restricted to one spot.
Today, summer at Camp Miguel involves
over 25 boys and our ‘base’ is at 525 
Branch. We still travel to go bowling 
and to catch a movie (on rainy days), 
while exploring cool locations like 
Charlestown (to gather quahogs), 
Narragansett (for the beach and the 
Murphy’s incredible sundaes!), and 
Pulaski Park in Glocester, when weather 
permits. The guys have a blast and we 
are grateful for the incredible support 
that’s made it possible for many years!

While the three 
weeks of Camp 
Miguel are 
wonderful, 
navigating 
summer’s
remaining six can 
prove to be a 
challenge
for most students. 
We’ve realized 
over time that, 
while great 
opportunities exist around the area, the 
cost for most of our guys to participate 
is prohibitive. 
Chris and Mary Elleen Patton have been
connected to our school community for
many years as advocates and sponsors.
During a visit this past spring, they 
heard about aspirational hopes to send
boys to various other programs around
the state during non-‘Camp Miguel’ times.
The Pattons reacted immediately to 
support these hopes. Through their 
generosity we were able to place a 

On August 21, the Graduate Support 
Office hosted the 2019 Alumni Reunion. 
It was a Wednesday evening when 
more than 20 graduates gathered to 
reunite with their San Miguel family. 
Though entering the gymnasium to 
play basketball (and the cafeteria to eat 
pizza) felt familiar to many, there were 
some graduates in attendance that had 
arrived at 525 Branch for the very first 
time. To students who had the chance 
to attend San Miguel after 2010, our 
current location reminds them of a 
safe, secure place where they had the 
opportunity to mature from boys to 
men. But for our older graduates 

(who remember
the days at 12 
Carter), our 
current building 
and programing 
serve as a sign 
of the immense 
growth and 

success our 
community has 
achieved over the 
past 26 years. 
Every time former 
students make 
the decision
to visit us, it is 
viewed as a 
celebratory event. 
However, this 
year’s Alumni 
Reunion was extra special. We honored
the extraordinary service that Ms. “W” 
graced our community with for 17 years.
The laughter, smiles, and (happy) tears 
filled up the room as students from 
all different classes made their way 
over to thank her for the positive role 
she played in their lives. Remembered 
for her humor and respected for her 
honesty, Ms. Wentworth indubitably 
impacted the dispositions of our guys.
As the evening came to a close, the 
good vibes continued to roll for those 
who were 21 and older. Ryan DaCruz, 
SMS 02, hosted a post-Reunion event 

Once a Miguel Man,
Always a Miguel Man

at the Point Street Tavern where his
caterning business, 429 Brunch and 
Supper Club, is located. There, Ms. W 
along with Maryann Allen (shown left 
with Alex Gomez, SMS ‘04), continued 
to be surprised as alum steadily filtered 
in. Through the hugs, handshakes, 
and interactions had, the love felt that 
night was imense and felt by all as it 
permeated the room. Post event, 
Ms. W wrote, “Thanks to all the grads 
who enjoyed our time at the pub...
there was a lot of love in that room 
and some pretty loud laughter! It was a 
perfect night!”

number of boys in meaningful summer 
experiences that they would never 
have had a chance to try otherwise. 
These placements consisted of Wheeler 
Chess Camp, You Rock School of Music, 
La Salle Soccer Camp, and a National
Geographic Service Expedition to 
Morocco! We are very grateful to the 
Pattons for providing Miguel Men with 
unique opportunities. Our school 
community would not be what it is if 
it weren’t for the ‘stepping forward’ 
and ‘giving back’ of all our wonderful 
supporters. 



Readiness Camp
This summer, we hosted our annual 
Readiness Camp to welcome incoming 
students and help them prepare for 
the new school year. As the newest 
members of the San Miguel family,
the incoming 5th grade class began 
bonding and building memories 
throughout the week of August 19-23.
During this time, the Class of 2023 
shared lots of laughter through group 
activities and experiences learning 
about the school’s unique culture. 
With guidance from their 5th grade 
teacher, Janet Maloney, students 
began acclimating to the school and 

enjoyed a variety of class field trips. 
Students learned what is expected of 
them at morning assembly and 
participated in a scavenger hunt 
around the school building in order 
to become familiar with their new 
surroundings. Field trips to local parks, 
Mr. Lemon, and a cookout at the 
Allen’s house allowed the students to 
enjoy some summer activities with 
their new San Miguel brothers. 
Without the help of incoming 8th 
grade junior counselors, Ramesses and 
Venance, as well as the new Lasallian 
Volunteers, Kaiyun Chen and Sarah 

Sprinkle, this year’s Readiness Camp 
would not have been the immense 
success that it was. As Readiness Camp 
helps to introduce the newest members
of the community to the school’s

expectations,
traditions, and
Lasallian values,
this year’s
camp continued
to be a fun and 
effective way 
to welcome 
the Class of 
2023. 

CVS Charity Classic
At the end of June, a group of San 
Miguel staff and students joined a host 
of volunteers at the 21st annual CVS 
Health Charity Classic held at Rhode 
Island Country Club. Every year, 23 
charitable partners recruit and train 
volunteers in support of this event, 
and our boys are always eager to take 
on the management duties of the bike 
corral. This means they stand guard 
and watch over the bikes of attendees 
who decided to ride to the event, giving 
folks peace of mind and ensuring them 
a positive tournament experience.

Since its 
inception in 1999, 
the event has 
awarded more 
than $22 million in
targeted grants to 
worthy charitable 
organizations in 
Southern New 
England. We 
are incredibly 
fortunate to be 
among those 
grantees, with awarded funds each 
year providing the ability to support 
two boys’ educations at San Miguel. 
We deeply admire the dedication of the 
CVS Health Charity Classic for providing 
assistance to the charities in the nearby 
community.
While we’re on the subject of golf, our 
12th Annual Golf Tournament was held 
on September 27th at Triggs Memorial
Golf Course located in Providence, 
RI. Each year, this tournament raises 
essential funds to support our Student 
Sponsorship Program. Last year, funds

raised were able to support the education
of six San Miguel students. It is our hope 
that the monies generated from this 
year’s event will achieve the same!

Special thanks 
to corporate 
team sponsors,
Amica Insurance,
Hinckley Allen,
Washington 
Trust, Webster 
Bank, and

Weybosset Research & Management.
We could not have done it without you!
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Ways YOU
Can Help!

Visit us. Receive a student 
led tour and join us for a 
Morning Assembly. 

Volunteer. We need all sorts
of support, such as helping 
with mailings and serving
on an event committee.

Join the Mentor Program
and share lunch for an hour 
each week with your mentee!

Become a Student Sponsor
and impact a student’s life!

Support our Annual Fund 
with a donation before 2020.

Planned Giving. Create 
your San Miguel legacy. 
Change the trajectory of 
lives with your lasting gift.

Host A House Party! 
Introduce new folks to our
mission by throwing a small 
event on behalf of San Miguel.

Consider a Leadership Gift
of $1,000 or more and 
receive an invitation to our 
Annual Leadership Dinner.

In lieu of gifts, select our 
school as the beneficiary 
of a gift being made in honor 
or in memory of a loved one.

Be sure to mark your calendars for the 15th Annual Gala and Miguel Medal Ceremony,
taking place on Friday, April 3rd 5:30-9PM at the Pawtucket Armory and Arts Center!
Because we seek to serve those most in need, less than 4% of our annual operating 
budget comes from tuition. Supporting this event gives each boy the opportunity to 
reach his goals through a quality, San Miguel education.

Please join us for what promises to be another incredible evening!

For more information on sponsorship giving levels, ticket purchases,
or to make cash or auction donations, please contact Amanda Lupino 
at alupino@sanmiguelprov.org or 401-467-9777 x118.

October 17, 2019 - Special Handshake Assembly
December 6, 2019  - 1st Trimester Awards Luncheon
March 27, 2020 - 2nd Trimester Awards Luncheon
April 3, 2020 - 15th Annual Gala & Miguel Medal Ceremony
June 8, 2020 - Class of 2020 Graduation Ceremony
June 11, 2020 - Last Day of School

Mark Your Calendar!2019-2020


